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IT’S ALL GOING TERRIBLY WRONG
“Dear Sir Michael Parker. It seems to sum up the story of his wonderful, glittering 
career: pomp, parades, spectacle; then the inevitable—and heartwarming—
descent into hilarity and farce.” Daily Mail

“An appropriately bracing, candid and funny account...his recollections are a 
joy to read.” Alexandra Henton, The Field

THE SHIP, THE LADY AND THE LAKE
“I count myself hugely fortunate to have been aboard the Yavari. The 
combination of this beautiful boat and the clear blue waters of Lake Titicaca 
are irresistible as Meriel discovered long before I did. Thanks to her persistence 
and her ability to win friends the Yavari has been saved for us all to enjoy. This is 
a great love story and a fine example to all those who care about preservation 
and conservation.” Michael Palin 

“The Duke of Edinburgh has written the foreword to Meriel's gripping and 
inspiring tale...I found myself leading a three-cheers for Meriel Larken...What a 
woman, what a story.” Matthew Parris, The Times 

“This account of her passion makes stirring reading, even for those of us whose 
hearts do not leap at the mention of the Bolinder 4-cylinder engine.” Daily Mail 

“Two iron ladies in the Andes: The Ship, The Lady and The Lake is a gripping tale, 
a personal adventure and an inspiring story of what single-minded dedication 
can achieve—a lovely piece of writing, lively and imaginative in style.” The 
Spectator 

IN THE DOLPHIN’S WAKE
“A must...a rich mixture of history, mythology, folklore, culture and often 
very funny everyday life...Few-first time authors have received such glowing 
endorsements from legendary travel writers.” Guards Magazine 

“I very much enjoyed it, relished its loitering, laid back style of writing and learnt 
a good deal from it along the way.” Jan Morris 

“It's a lovely book.” Sir Patrick Leigh Fermor

THE DANDY
“Do we need another book about dandies? Having read The Dandy, Peacock 
or Enigma?, I think we do, or at least did. Although there have been countless 
books about dandies...not one of them is comprehensive enough to cover 
all the relevant historical periods...while also giving serious thought to the 
philosophical side of dandyism. This one does just that...If one wishes only to 
have a pair of tomes on dandyism in one’s library, one of them should be 
Barbey D’Aurevilly’s Du Dandyisme et de George Brummell; the other should 
be this one.” Gustav Temple, The Chap Magazine
 
“One of the best titles released on the subject.” Dandyism.net

MAINSTAY 
“Val ffrench Blake represents the epitome of an English gentleman in the 20th 

century...This autobiography published exactly 100 years after his birth and a 
couple of years after his death, recounts an interesting and rounded life lived 
to the full right up to the end.” Robin Hanbury-Tenison, Country Life
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new titles                Bene Factum Publishing

FAITH IN FOOD | Susie Weldon and Sue Campbell
Changing the world one meal at a time

FOREWORD BY HRH THE PRINCE OF WALES

MAY 2014
£14.99 • Paperback • 978-1-909657-41-0 • 256 pp • 240x170 mm • Colour illustrations

Also to be available as an ebook

“Never doubt that a small group of 
thoughtful, committed individuals can 
change the world; indeed it’s the only 

thing that ever has.”
Margaret Mead, anthropologist

ARC (The Alliance of Religions and Conservation) has 
come together with the world’s 6 major religions to shine 
a light on how we deal with one of the most important 
parts of our lives—food.

Eating is a moral act: our choices of what, when and 
how we eat have a huge impact upon the Earth, our 
fellow human beings and other living creatures.

Faith in Food is a unique vision, combining essays, 
scripture, story-telling, recipes, initiatives and general 
wisdom in one beautifully produced book, all seeking to 
change our relationship with what we eat and how we 
obtain our food.

A groundbreaking collaboration between Christianity, 
Islam, Buddhism, Judaism, Sikhism and Hinduism, 
alongside secular organisations as well, to get people 
thinking, acting and eating!

14
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Putting Food on the Plate

Faith groups are some of the biggest 
deliverers of relief and development 

in Africa. The Evangelical Presbyterian 
Church of Ghana has been working in the 
country’s hot, arid northern region for more 
than 50 years to support any community in 
need, both Christian and Muslim. 

Once covered in thick forest, this region 
has been stripped of its trees by farmers 
and charcoal burners (almost everyone uses 
firewood for cooking), with the situation 
made worse by recurrent droughts and 
over-grazing by goats and cattle. Life is 
hard in this semi-desert — especially in the 
lean months in between harvests — and 
people are very poor. One of the Church’s 
most successful initiatives in recent years is 
a dry-season gardening project, which has 
transformed the lives of people in a village 
in Yendi district, helping women feed their 
families at what is typically the leanest time 
of year. 

Traditionally farmers plant 
their main crops, such as 
maize, during northern 
Ghana’s rainy season and 
then live on the proceeds 
of the harvest for the 
remainder of the year. In a 
good year all is well, but in a bad year people 
go hungry. Charcoal burning and firewood 
harvesting supplement their income during 
the lean months but these activities only 
accelerate the environmental degradation 
that is a source of many of their problems. 
The Evangelical Presbyterian Church of 
Ghana encouraged women to grow green 

leafy vegetables, tomatoes and peppers 
outside the traditional planting season for 
home use. The most immediate benefit 
was access to fresh vegetables. ‘We plant 
and in three weeks, we can cut the leaves,’ 
explained one woman. This ready supply of 
food had a big impact on people’s health: 

‘You can see the freshness in our children’s 
faces and also in the faces of the old people,’ 
she added. 

In fact, the project was so successful the 
women grew so much they were able to 
sell their produce and earn much-needed 
income for their families. Soon the men 
were volunteering to water their wives’ plots 
for them to ensure the vegetables were well 
cared for. This project succeeded because a 
ready source of water was available in the 
form of a dam built by Action Aid – another 
project in a different area failed for lack 
of water.
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Food and 

Worship in 

Hinduism

“May the Lord accept 
this, our offering, and 
bless our food that it 
may bring us strength 
in our body, vigour in 
our mind, and selfless 
devotion in our hearts 
for His service.”

– Swami Paramananda, 
a Hindu food blessing
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ARC—Alliance of Religions and Conservation

ARC is a secular body that helps the major religions 
of the world to develop their own environmental 
programmes, based on their own core teachings, 

beliefs and practices.

They help the religions link with key environmental 
organisations—creating powerful alliances between 

faith communities and conservation groups.

ARC was founded in 1995 by HRH the Duke of 
Edinburgh and now works with 12 major faiths through 
the key traditions within each one. 

This project has been produced in association with the government of Norway.
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new titles                Bene Factum Publishing

TRAVELS THROUGH SACRED CHINA| MARTIN PALMER
A new edition

OCTOBER 2014
£9.99 • Paperback • 978-1-909657-68-7 • Extent TBD • 198x129 mm • Illustrations

Also to be available as an ebook

* Provisional Cover

ABOUT THE AUTHOR Martin Palmer is a storyteller, broadcaster and writer, and heads the Alliance of Religions and 
Conservation (ARC—see previous page) which he founded with HRH Prince Philip. He is a well-known translator of 
Chinese Classical texts such as the Dao De Jing and the Shang Shu. He is a religious historian and theologian. Moreover 
he is an active advisor to the Club of Rome and has worked with UNESCO, UNDP, the World Bank as well as with 
many faith bodies such as the Jinja Honcho (Association of Shinto Shrines of Japan) the China Taoist Association, the 
Mongolian Buddhist Sangha and the World Council of Churches. He is married to writer and journalist Victoria Finlay 
with whom he wrote one of the most influential books on religion and conservation: Faith in Conservation, published 
by the World Bank. As part of the ARC’s work with migrants and refugees, he and Katriana Hazell compiled and edited 
Stories of the Stranger for Bene Factum in 2014 (see page 18).

The latest title in Bene Factum’s developing series 
on the spiritual side of China. Frequent collaborator 
and expert on the world’s emerging power, Martin 
Palmer, presents the fundamental sacred ideas 
that lie at the heart of this ancient land. 

This new edition has been updated and re-issued 
to complement the rapid developments that 
have occurred in China in the last twenty years 
(see Sacred Mountains, page 18), Spirituality and 
tradition are returning to the core of Chinese 
society, mere decades after the destructive events 
of the Cultural Revolution. By all accounts, it seems 
they did not wander very far.

An absolute must-read for all those visiting China, 
whether for business of pleaure, looking for insight 
into this complex, varied and influential nation.

To travel hrough China is to walk on holy ground. To undertake a pilgrimage to one of the sacred mountains 
of China is to travel back in time over three thousand years. To understand the soul of China you must 
see the sacred in China, which is there in the designs of the buildings, the street plans of the cities, in the 
household shrines at the back of shops and in the concept that the very land of China itself is sacred.

Travels Through Sacred China is a guide to the soul of the country: to the vast religious and spiritual heritage 
of the many faiths which have emerged or interacted within China. It is also a guidebook which enters into 
the spirit of the Dao, the Way, through which the culture and traditions of China are brought to life. Thus 
the traveller becomes the pilgrim.
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DRINK TIME! | Dolores Payás
in the company of Patrick Leigh Fermor

translated from the Spanish by Amanda Hopkinson

JUNE 2014
£8.99 • Paperback • 978-1-909657-62-5 • Extent TBD • 180x118 mm • Original photographs

Also to be available as an ebook

ABOUT THE AUTHOR Dolores Payás was born in the province of Barcelona but quickly expanded her horizons. For several years she 
lived in Mexico City. She worked as a scriptwriter for television and was an accompanying pianist for classical dance schools and 
amateur singing academies (thanks to which she once went on a memorable tour with a mariachi band). She currently leads a semi-
nomadic existence. She shares her time between Beijing and Barcelona, with periods in Switzerland, England and Greece. Payás 
is a dedicated autodidact and her fields of interest are ample. She is passionate about languages, literature and music. She loves 
country houses; the older the better. All time stands still when she is in her garden or her kitchen. She has written for the silver screen 
and has directed two feature films. She is a translator, publishes the occasional cultural article, and has written two novels. She has 
two daughters and one granddaughter.

Patrick Leigh Fermor is the latest hero of Bene 
Factum’s Greece-based titles. The man acclaimed 
as o Mihalis in his adopted country inspires 
admiration and awe for all his exploits. This tribute 
honours him at the end of his life—reflective, 
though no less remarkable, and unpredictable to 
the end.

Written by his Spanish translator, Dolores Payás, 
with whom he shared an intimate yet innocent 
relationship towards the end of his life, Drink Time! 
revolves around their shared moments based on 
a mutual love of adventure, literature, and living.

The 70th anniversary of Patrick Leigh Fermor’s kidnapping of the German General Kreipe from Crete this 
year will give cause for a renewed flurry of interest in this unique character. 

Dolores Payás has written a delightful and moving account of the colourful adventurer, translated from the 
Spanish for Bene Factum by Amanda Hopkinson, a snapshot account of his final years surrounded by his 
drinks, his guests, and above all, his books.

This short book conveys a portrait of a man who “became indomitable, proud and charming in old age, 
while retaining his other attributes”. An original and witty study in nostalgia mixed with personal fortitude, 
right up until the end.

Books 
by 

Patrick 
Leigh 

Fermor
BETWEEN THE WOODS 

AND THE WATER
A TIME OF GIFTS THE BROKEN ROAD
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VICEROYS | Christopher Lee
The men who ruled the empire

NOVEMBER 2014
£20.00 • Hardback • 978-1-909657-47-2 • Extent TBD • 243x156 mm • Colour illustrations

Also to be available as an ebook

Acclaim for This Sceptred Isle

“Has there ever been a more user-friendly means to the history 
of Britain?” 

The Spectator

“Wonderful…This Sceptred Isle has provided one of the 
greatest treats for listeners in recent years.” 

Paul Donovan, Sunday Times

“Simply the best book on British history I’ve ever read.” 
Amazon

Continuing the theme of royalty and authority, 
Christopher Lee (author of Royal Ceremony, 
Monarchy and This Sceptred Isle) emabrks on a 
journey to explore the men who ruled the British 
Empire, in particular through the lens of the 
Viceroys of India, the ‘jewel in the crown’. 

This comprehensive history covers three hundred 
years from the first establishments of British 
trading posts in the 17th century followed by the 
gradual consolidation of political power there, 
and culminating in the imperial splendour of the 
last decades before independence. 

With his usual scholarly insight and wry historical commentary, Lee 
explores those ‘men on the spot’, who built and reigned over the lands 
of the empire; their often fraught relations with the governments back 
home; their own power-political intrigues with each other as well as the 
native rulers; and a look at India before and after the British era.

This is a period of British, and indeed world history that is worthy 
of signifcant consideration and analysis, and Lee’s measured yet 
sweeping account does just this.
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From Edward Elgar to Elton John, the British have always 
had a penchant for pageantry. Royalty is perhaps the 
best example of our flair for ceremony, yet rarely do we 
apply the magnifying glass and question why the Queen 
and those around her do what they do.

In this comprehensive new handbook, Christopher Lee, 
international best-selling author of This Sceptred Isle (and 
more recently Monarchy, see page 20) explains the 
history and the reason (if any) behind it all. 

Lee’s authority as a long standing royal commentator 
and correspondent makes him the perfect guide through 
the labyrinth of costume and ritual, not only at home but 
also abroad. The British are not the only nation with a 
taste for regal theatre...

With charming and vivd illustrations hand-drawn by 
celebrated artist Fiona Graham-Mackay 

ROYAL CEREMONY | Christopher Lee
The pageantry explained

JUNE 2014
£9.99 • Paperback • 978-1-909657-35-9 • Extent TBD • 198x129 mm • Illustrations

Also to be available as an ebook

ABOUT THE AUTHOR Christopher Lee is 
a former BBC Royal Correspondent. He 
advised BBC Radio 4 on the constitutional 
and historic aspects of the wedding of 
Prince William and is a member of their 
commentary team for all royal occasions. 
Lee is the Editor of Churchill’s A History of 
the English-speaking Peoples, has written 
numerous books and over 100 radio plays, 
including the long running series, Our 
Brave Boys, and the award-winning Trial of 
Walter Raleigh. His Radio 4 history of Britain 
from the Romans to the death of Victoria, 
This Sceptred Isle and The British Empire, 
were both multi-award winning series. 
More recently he wrote Monarchy, also 
published by Bene Factum, on the history 
and future of the institution itself.                        

Beyond simply the history of royal 
ceremony, Lee explains:

• The characters who embody the 
principles of it from Queen’s Piper 
to Master of Horse.

• The dress and costume that 
accompanies all events and 
rituals.

• The principles of coronation in 
Britain and abroad, both today 
and in the past.

• The solemnity and rite of a royal 
funeral, comparing, for example, 
Diana and the Queen Mother.

• The popular appeal of a royal 

wedding from Victoria and Albert 
to William and Kate.

• The presentation of the monarch 
in relation to his or her state 
functions, such as at the opening 
of Parliament.

All of this to help us unravel the 
many bells and whistles of state so 
that we may understand the depth 
and significance of what is really 
happening on these occasions 
beyond mere glamour.

An excellent guide from a leading 
expert.
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EATING THE ALPHABET | Robert Booth
An A–Z of curiosities from the world of food

OCTOBER 2014
£9.99 • Hardback • 978-1-909657-59-5 • Extent TBD • 185x135 mm • Illustrations 

Also to be available as an ebook

New Bene Factum author, Robert Booth, 
arrives with four brand new foodie titles in 
tow, to add an air of culinary wisdom to 
our shelves. With a dictionary of all things 
gastronomical, two little ‘who’s who’ gift 
books, and a brand new addition to the BFP 
Words of... series, this line-up for the autumn 
provides a complete reference collection 
for the hungry, thirsty and curious.

“The first Indian restaurant in London? What Balzac ate for dinner? Who invented the tin-opener? And 
wait it kinky when the Prince of Wales (later George IV) said he preferred ‘mutton dressed as lamb’? 

Robert Booth’s wonderously eccentric Eating the Alphabet contains the diverting and wacky answers, 
plus a hundred other things both you and I didn’t know about the subjects of food and drink.”

Paul Levy, author, journalist and original ‘foodie’

“Show me another pleasure like dinner which comes 
every day and lasts an hour.”

Charles Maurice de Talleyrand-Périgord

From A–Z (as is customary), Eating the Alphabet is a dictionary 
of the essential and the ridiculous relating to all things food 
and drink. People and inventions, recipes and their origins, 
vegetables and fine wines; all are served up and dissected to 
reveal the curiosities that we swallow up every day. Including:

A’ for Artusi  
and the case of minestroni and cholera

‘C’ for Camembert 
and how it inspired Dalí’s art

‘D’ for Dean’s Bar 
in Tangiers, the celebrity dive that made Sodom look saintly

‘M’ for Marilyn Monroe 
and her artichoke crown

‘P’ for Proust 
and his incessant madeleine

‘Q’ for Quiche 
and how an Italian ambassador pronounced it to barmaids

‘S’ for (Granny) Smith 
and her unintended orchard

‘V’ for Vegetable Peelers 
that only the Swiss could commemorate with a stamp

‘Z’ for Zucchini 
because there were already too many entries for ‘C’
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WHO’S ON THE BOTTLE | Robert Booth
Liquid curiosities uncorked

WHO’S ON THE MENU | Robert Booth
The people on your plate

SEPTEMBER 2014
£9.99 • Hardback • 978-1-909657-65-6 • Extent TBD • 185x135 mm • Illustrations

Also to be available as an ebook

ABOUT THE AUTHOR Since studying at Cambridge and LAMDA and a year finding out that he was neither a good nor 
a successful actor, Robert Booth has spent his life first as a teacher, then as a broadcaster, continuity announcer and 
finally as a freelance writer and presenter for the BBC and Classic FM. It was here that he was finally able to share his 
interest in food and food history with his boss, Michael Bukht, alias Michael Barry, The Crafty Cook. Together with his 
wife, he has published (as The Winged Lion) three books and personally written two books, one for each of two of his 
great loves, Venice and food.  Always and Only Venice is a grand compilation of odds and ends, myths and legends, 
curiosities, facts, and strange and wonderful things about that most magical place.

NOVEMBER 2014
£9.99 • Hardback • 978-1-909657-74-8 • Extent TBD • 185x135 mm • Illustrations

Also to be available as an ebook

An anthology of the forgotten creators of, 
and the stories behind the drinks now known 
and enjoyed worldwide. 

Robert Booth celebrates all those who saw fit 
to add some wonder to the world by pouring 
their creative genius into a bottle. From fine 
wines to bottled water, and everything in 
between, we discover who we really should 
be toastinng next time we raise our glasses.

The famous and infamous after whom many 
hundreds of dishes have been named. As 
Laurie Colwin once said: “People who like 
to cook like to talk about food...without 
one cook giving another cook a tip or two, 
human life might have died out a long time 
ago.” 

It is thanks to these pioneers that we 
have been able to sustain our passion for 
sustenance. God may claim the ingredients 
but it was people who first mixed them 
together!
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WORDS OF FOOD | Robert Booth
A Feast of Wit and Wisdom

JULY 2014
£8.99 • Hardback • 978-1-903071-97-7 • Extent TBD • 198x129 mm

Also to be available as an ebook

 
THE PURISTS
• Sybille Bedford: “All food is the gift of the gods and has something of the miraculous, the egg no less than 

the truffle.”
• G.K. Chesterton: “Music with dinner is an insult to both the cook and the violinist.”
• Pavarotti: “One  of  the  very  nicest  things  about  life  is  the  way  we  must  regularly stop  whatever  it  

is  we  are  doing  and  devote  our  attention  to  eating.”

THE DECADENT
• Harriet Van Horne: “Cooking is like love. It should be entered into with abandon or not at all.”
• George Bernard Shaw: “I’m only a beer teetotaller, not a champagne teetotaller.” 
• Prince Philip: “Champagne and orange juice is a great drink.  The orange improves the champagne.  The 

champagne definitely improves the orange.”

THE GREAT PHILOSOPHERS
• Jean-Anthelme Brillat-Savarin: “Dinners have become a means of government, and the fates of nations 

are decided at a banquet.”
• Carl Sagan: “If you wish to make an apple pie truly from scratch, you must first invent the universe.”
• Shirley Conran: “Life is too short to stuff a mushroom.”

This compilation of quotations is unique in its clever categorisations, its variety and its 
range of sources. It’s bite-size and neatly arranged, at times funny, at times inspirational, 
always delicious in its quest to laud and celebrate the most universal of pleasures: 
eating.

Words of War was the first of the Words of... series, a collection of all those speeches, phrases, 
one-liners and maxims that inspired people to do great deeds in times of most adversity. More 
details can be found on page 26.

Bene Factum’s new resident gastronomic 
expert, Robert Booth (see previous pages), 
brings a new collection of Words of... to the 
table. The latest title offers up the world of 
food and drink for quotation, calling on the 
finest chefs, the proudest drinkers, and even 
those who can barely boil an egg to talk 
with their mouths full and profer their wisdom.  
Not to mention the French. 

“I cook with wine. Sometimes I even add it to the food.”
W.C. Fields
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WORDS OF LEADERSHIP | Anthony Weldon
Inspirational speeches by the wise, the good and the not so good

SEPTEMBER 2014
£9.99 • Hardback • 978-1-903071-73-1 • Extent TBD • 198x129 mm 

Also to be available as an ebook

ABOUT THE AUTHOR Anthony Weldon is a publisher by trade—he founded Bene Factum Publishing in 1993. But not 
content to let others do all the writing he has on occasions made forays into authorship. His first book was Breakthrough 
—handling job change. More recently Anthony co-authored with Donough O’Brien the successful Numeroids…any 
number of things you know and a few you didn’t.

WORDS OF FINANCE | Anthony Weldon
Money Talks

AUGUST 2014
£9.99 • Hardback • 978-1-903071-72-4 • Extent TBD • 198x129 mm

Also to be available as an ebook

Few things are as contentious in life as money and Anthony Weldon’s new 
book in his Words of... series shows just how careful one has to be when 
talking about it. 

Taken from the great economic theorists, politicians, as well as the biggest 
fraudsters and occasionally Hollywood film stars (yes…even Marilyn Monroe 
and Mae West had something pertinent to say on the subject), this book 
frames the fragile human relationship with all things financial and makes the 
reader think twice about this funny little thing we call money.

• Karl Marx: “From each according to his abilities, to each according to 
his needs.”

• The Simpsons’ Charles Montgomery Burns: “What good is money if it 
can’t inspire terror in your fellow man?”

• The charming Aristotle Onassis: “If women didn’t exist, all the money in 
the world would have no meaning.” 

• Epictetus: “Wealth consists not in having great possessions, but in having 
few wants.”

• John Kenneth Galbraith: “Under capitalism, man exploits man. Under 
communism, it’s just the opposite.”

From US Presidents to history’s greatest villains, over captains of industry and 
all the way to Albus Dumbledore himself, this is Anthony Weldon’s third book 
in his Words of… series. 
 
This collection of definitive speeches and one-liners from some of the world’s 
most influential minds (and others besides) shows what comes from choosing 
the right words, and what truly makes a good and inspirational leader.
 
• Mao Tse-Tung: “Political power grows out of the barrel of a gun.”
• Elizabeth I: “…I have the body of weak and feeble woman, but I have 

the heart and stomach of a king…”
• George Bernard Shaw: “He knows nothing and thinks he knows 

everything. That points clearly to a political career.”
• Groucho Marx: “Only one man in a thousand is a leader of men—the 

other 999 follow women.”
• Winston Churchill: “The best argument against democracy is a five-

minute conversation with the average voter.”
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CRUISING ALONG | Christian Lamb
Around the world in 90 years

NOVEMBER 2014
£7.99 • Paperback • 978-1-909657-71-7 • Extent TBD • 198x129 mm • Illustrations 

Also to be available as an ebook

ABOUT THE AUTHOR Christian Lamb has come to authorship late in life—she wrote her first two books while in her 80s. 
From the Ends of the Earth—Passionate plant collectors remembered in a Cornish garden and her WW2 memoir I Only 
Joined for the Hat have been very successful, as well as This Infant Advernture—Offspring of the Royal Gardens at 
Kew [all published by Bene Factum Publishing]. She lectures on plants and plant collectors, is a Fellow of the Linnaean 
Society, and, of course, enjoys cruises.

Having an insatiable spirit of adventure and also a highly inquisitive mind most of Christian’s trips were for a distinct 
purpose rather than just lying hedonistically on a deckchair in the sun. Sometimes she followed the routes of old 
seafaring explorers, other times visited sites of botanical interest (being a distinguished plantswoman), and on occasions 
just gone to see friends in far flung corners of the world. 

Cruising Along captures the very essence of ship-board life on all sorts of vessels—from the very large liners to the small 
troop ships—with destinations as varied as Singapore, New Zealand, Chile and New York, to name but a few. 

Each cruise has its own particular character and Christian has the ability to observe and comment on the individual 
ship and to remark, often with wry humour, on her fellow passengers as well as the crew. She puts places and people 
into historical context and records the changing face of sea cruises over ninety or so years. 

Acclaim for I ONLY JOINED FOR THE HAT
“Christian Lamb [writes]...with a mixture of humour and sensitivity in this evocative tribute to Britain’s 
wartime Wrens.” Colin Bradley, Western Morning News

“Very jolly book of Wrens’ stories... What shines through this collection of memories and letters is 
the redoubtable spirit of these women, who braved all sorts of hardships with the greatest of good 
humour.”  Navy News

“Lamb is jolly and enthusiastic company; words such as ‘splendidly’ and ‘heavenly’ pepper the 
text. The stories reveal the extent of women’s involvement in the war...and are as a consequence a 
valuable reminder of the social complexity of the 1940s.” Jerome de Groot, Financial Times

“The indomitable Christian Lamb has done it again...Anyone who had a relation in the Wrens during 
the war will find this intimate insight fascinating...The author herself comes across as an eminently 
sensible person with an acute perception of human nature, tempered with a wry wit.” 
Robin Hanbury-Tenison, Country Life

Sea cruises are embedded in Christian Lamb’s DNA. 
As the daughter of a Royal Navy officer she and her 
family followed the Fleet wherever he was posted. 
Her first sea voyage was aged 10 in 1930 to Malta, 
and now, aged 93, hardly a year has passed when 
she hasn’t ventured on some cruise or other. 

This delightful personal memoir takes the reader 
on a journey around the world, accompanied 
by Christian’s notorious and unique narrative and 
commentary. A real perspective onto almost 
a century of adventure through history and a 
changing world.. 
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LOST VOICES OF CRICKET | Ralph Dellor and Stephen Lamb 
Golden moments with some of the game’s greats

MAY 2014
£9.99 • Paperback • 978-1-909657-50-2 • 256 pp • 198x129 mm • Illustrations

Also to be available as an ebook and audiobook

Surprisingly, perhaps, cricket is a game rich in 
international history, sporting characters and, on 
occasions, controversy. 

Over his long career as a cricket commentator and 
journalist, Ralph Dellor has met some of the greatest 
exponents of the 'summer' game. In the 1990s he 
conducted a series of face-to-face taped interviews 
with famous cricketers past and present. Nine of these 
extraordinary interviews have now been captured in the 
written word in Lost Voices of Cricket (which will also be 
published as audio book). 

• Denis Compton (1918–1997) More than just an outstanding batsman, 
he captured the nation’s imagination with his flamboyant style 
and his charm as an individual. Was the first cricketer to become 
a commercial property outside the game with his advertising 
campaign for Brylcreem.  

• Colin Ingleby-Mackenzie  (1933–2006) Never played for his country, 
however, he was an outstanding captain of Hampshire in 1961. 
The secret of his success, he said—“Wine, women and song”—and 
his team rule—“Everyone must be in bed by breakfast.”  Seduced 
by his bonhomie, many a side succumbed to defeat against 
Hampshire—without quite knowing why.

• Bob Wyatt (1901–1995) As vice-captain to Jardine on the still 
controversial 1932–33 Australia tour he claimed to be the 
inadvertent architect of the 'Bodyline' bowling that caused 
so much friction between the two sides. Wyatt enjoyed two 
distinguished victories as captain of England, against Australia at 
Lord’s in 1934 and against West Indies in Bridgetown. 

• Trevor BaiIey (1923–2011) An outstanding fast-medium bowler, 
tremendous fielder and obdurate rather than attractive batsman.  
One of the finest cricket brains not to captain England, he later put 
his knowledge to good use as an expert summariser on Test Match 
Special.  Although an amateur in terms of status, he was not averse 
to making a living from cricket. 

• Cyril Washbrook (1914–1999) An opening batsman whose name is 
always linked with Len Hutton, and played for England either side 
of WW2. Became a selector while still playing for Lancashire and 
recalled himself to the Test team at the age of 41, with distinction.  
He was at the heart of English cricket for many years. 

• Sir Alec Bedser (1918–2010) The archetypical English medium 

pacer, he was a stalwart of the England attack during the 1940s 
and 50s. Immensely resilient, he left the field only once for medical 
reasons during his career when he went to the boundary to vomit 
during an Adelaide heat wave, but returned to continue bowling.  
Chairman of Selectors following his retirement and was known as 
being intolerant of the modern player.

• Bill Alley (1919–2004) Although he did not play international 
cricket, he became a Test umpire and one of cricket’s great 
characters. He left his native Australia after one of his numerous 
brushes with authority to take up a Lancashire League contract, 
before becoming an umpire, reaching the Test level that had 
eluded him as a player.  Before becoming a cricketer he had been 
a welterweight boxer, dancehall bouncer and manual worker, all 
of which helped fashion a player who knew that there was more 
to life than cricket. 

• Brian Statham (1930–2000)  Formed the spearhead of the England 
pace attack for many years in the 1950s with Fred Trueman, 
providing the quiet foil to his partner’s more pyrotechnic approach 
to life either side of the boundary rope.  Statham’s success was 
based on accuracy at speed to become a legend of his art.  
“George”, as he was known in the game, went quietly about 
his work—even warning batsmen that he was about to bowl a 
bouncer—and did it better than anyone.

• Doug Insole (1926–) He enjoyed only a modest Test career to 
which an unorthodox style and inconsistent selections contributed. 
His nine matches were spread over seven years, including a tour 
to South Africa as vice-captain when he topped the averages.  
However, his influence on the game has been greater since his 
retirement than as a player—Chairman of the TCC Board, an 
England selector and president of MCC and on ICC committees.

THE COMPILERS Ralph Dellor’s cricketing and writing credentials are impeccable. A very experienced and award winning broadcaster 
(radio and TV) and author, he has been a player and a cricket coach at university and international levels. Ralph has served on the 
Sports Council and acted as an advisor to a previous Minister of Sport. He has written 9 successful books about cricket and co-
authored a further 7 with Stephen Lamb. 

Stephen Lamb is also a highly experienced journalist and broadcaster—having worked for the BBC and provided material for SKY and 
CNN amongst others. Apart from cricket he has covered a wide variety of the major sports for press, radio and local television—and 
still reads the news. As well as sportsmen such as Ian Botham and David Gower, he has also interviewed quite a number of major 
political figures. 

In 2003 Ralph and Stephen combined their collective sports, broadcasting and journalistic experience to set up Sportsline media 
consultancy. 

"A fantastic account which comes across brilliantly. My grandfather was 
a true entertainer who put a smile on people's faces, and represented 

everything that embodies sport and particularly this great game." 
Nick Compton 

England batsman and grandson of Denis Compton
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PLAYING THE FIELD | Nick Hudson
Having fun as a restaurateur

OCTOBER 2014
£20.00 • Hardback • 978-1-909657-32-8 • Extent TBD • 234x156 mm • Colour illustrations

Also to be available as an ebook

Aged 14, joined Merchant Navy training ship HMS Worcester. 
Forced to leave, misdiagnosis of eyesight by idiot ‘specialist’. 

Devastated. 
Studied Russian and piano, then National Service in the Royal 

Marines. 
Decided to become a doctor. Student at The London Hospital. 

Mini skirt and pill arrived—not a wasted opportunity!
Had lots of money—Debs’ delight, fast cars and those 60s house 

parties. 
Failed exams. Surprise! Booted out. 

In 60s London discovered highly fashionable Nick’s Diner, 
became a partner overnight. 

Fell in love with flying. Gained private pilot licence. 
Met yachtsmen Robin Knox-Johnston. Decided to build yacht 

together for inaugural Capetown–Rio race then charter in 
Caribbean. 

Took off to West Indies to investigate chartering requirements 
leaving girlfriend in bed—never seen again. 

Sailing accident—2nd degree burns.

Convalescing in Barbados heard about dilapidated house for 
sale - Governor’s 1629 mansion. 

Bought it on a whim. Now what? Inspiration—restaurant! 
Restored and converted it. Opened as Bagatelle restaurant 

January 1971. Full from the first night. 
Clientèle included—Princess Margaret, Ingrid Bergman, John 
Cleese, Engelbert Humperdink, Erté, Tom Jones, Omar Shariff 
and Maggie Smith—in fact anyone who was anyone came. 

Unspeakably beautiful Chérie moved in. 
Tatler dubbed Nick Hudson as the epicentre of Barbadian social 

life and in 1973 he opened Alexandra’s night club. 
Bagatelle featured on cover of Gourmet Magazine and also on 

back cover of Time Magazine. 
Began playing polo (later to become a sought after 

international polo commentator).
Wall to wall girls. Found restaurant too demanding. Rented it out 

to villain. 
Moved into beach cottage, joined by Mick Jagger 

Life of a bachelor on Barbados in the 70s unimaginable 
heaven…

Who in the hell has heard of Nick Hudson? Not many of us unless you 
are the likes of Elton John, Lauren Bacall, Richard Avedon, Mick Jagger, 
Marlon Brando, Sam Spiegel or Ringo Starr to name but a very few of 
the famous who visited the author’s Bagatelle restaurant in Barbados 
in the 1970s. But Nick’s buccaneering life didn’t start or stop with the 
Bagatelle...

In this highly entertaining and fast-paced memoir the author is both 
funny and touching about how his life has taken shape. 

Born in 1938 to a long line of seafarers, he decided from a surprisingly 
early age that he had three ambitions: (1) to go to sea, (2) to make love 
to beautiful women, and (3) to become a complete, accomplished 
bachelor. (In this last he has been eventually proved a failure having 
married his childhood sweetheart Veronica in 1990.)

As for the details of 'unknown' Nick’s life, he covers so much at a rapid 
and entertaining pace across the pages of Playing the Field that the 
reader will be enthralled...

“His Chelsea restaurant, Nick’s Diner, was the Sixties hangout for royalty 
and rock stars: Mick Jagger and Princess Margaret among them.”

Richard Kay, Daily Mail diarist

ABOUT THE AUTHOR So where is Nick Hudson now? In 1990 he 
refound his childhood sweetheart, Veronica, and married 
her. In 1998 they moved to south-west France. Nick became 
involved with child Chernobyl victims and has visited Russia and 
Belarus frequently. A couple of years ago he took up Mandarin. 
When at home in France he is busy writing and when he gets 
away often it is to commentate on international high goal polo 
matches. By strange coincidence both he and Veronica will be 
publishing their first books in the autumn of 2014.
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GLITZCH! EUROPE | Hugh Kellett
How predictive text unpeels the ‘European Onion’

NOVEMBER 2014
£8.99 • Paperback • 978-1-909657-53-3 • Extent TBD • 145x145 mm • Colour illustrations

Also to be available as an ebook

The Glitzch! gremlin is back and this time he’s out to chop, 
peel and reconsitute the ‘European Onion’.

Hugh Kellett returns with his unique idea of re-writing history 
according to the whim of the autocorrect function on his 
phone. Having tackled Britain and America, he and his 
predictive text assault move to the Continent and shed 
light on the inner workings of the EU and its hangers-on.

Using only genuine entries thrown up by his mobile (and 
the gremlin within), Kellett sends up and repackages 
everything from Poetical Corsets* gone mad, to the 
Courtier of Humongous Tights* and of course that                             

ABOUT THE AUTHOR Hugh Kellett studied languages at Oxford and 
has been playing around with words in London advertising agencies 
most of his life. Starting his career at an American multi-national 
in London, he has been involved with TV, press, radio, poster and 
social media campaigns in many sectors from beer to beauty, food 
to financial, technology to travel, and pretty much everything in 
between. He has dealt with the foibles of government ministers and 
celebrity hairdressers in the UK, and spun the fables of Wall Street 
bankers and detergent salesmen in the US, representing them all 
in the noble art of myth-making and marketing manipulation, most 
recently at the London offices of the international giant Publicis, 
where he survived to an exceedingly ripe old age. 

Changes to the way we communicate with each other, the 
increasing role of technology in driving those changes and the 
startling unforeseen side effects of that technology, all struck him as 
worthy of the deep and serious study you see before you. He has also 
published several short stories.

Also in the Glitzch series (see page 19):

Angular Meerkat* peeking out over the whole thing. 

Hilarious, satirical and downright silly, Glitzch! Europe 
is the third instalment in the series, which is developing 
a strong online social media presence as well as a line 
of merchandise to complement some of the more 
memorable Glitzches we’ve encountered along the 
way. 

In this age of misinformation, who do you really trust to tell 
you the truth? The gremlin will out.

* Political correctness. Court of Human Rights, Angela Merkel

Follow online:
@glitzch • glitzch.com
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THE BUENVINO COOKBOOK| Jeannie and Sam Chesterton
Recipes from our Farmhouse in Spain

£20.00 • Hardback • 978-1-909657-29-8 • 224 pp • 246x189 mm • Colour photography by Tim Clinch

A WAR OF SHADOWS | W. Stanley Moss
Author of international bestseller Ill Met by Moonlight

£9.99 • Paperback • 978-1-909657-38-0 • 352 pp • 198x129 mm • Original photographs

ABOUT THE COOKS Jeannie Chesterton trained at the Cordon Bleu School in London before going on to cook in lodges in the Scottish 
Highlands, chalets in the Austrian Alps, restaurants in Edinburgh and Hong Kong, and the By Word of Mouth catering kitchens in 
London. Sam Chesterton was brought up in London where learned to cook in his early teens with Viennese neighbours during the 
school holidays. He spent the 60s and 70s drifting between jobs: unloading trucks in Hamburg, working in the wine trade, or working 
as a butler with Jeannie at Scottish shooting lodges. Sam and Jeannie were married in 1983 and embarked on a new life together, 
creating Finca Buenvino.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR Just before the war, an 18-year-old Billy Moss was living in a log cabin on the Latvian coast. On returning to 
England he was commissioned into the Coldstream Guards, and then fought with his regiment in North Africa before being seconded 
to SOE to operate behind enemy lines in Crete, Macedonia and Siam (Thailand). After the war he became a writer, broadcaster and 
journalist travelling around the world—especially Antarctica and the Pacific. He died in 1965 and two daughters from his marriage to 
Countess Zofia Tarnowska survive him. 

For over thirty years, Jeannie and Sam Chesterton have lived high in the hills of Spain’s 
western Andalusia at Finca Buenvino, their welcoming pink farmhouse, which they have 
run as a guesthouse—achieving international acclaim for their cooking and also their 
cookery courses. 

On their 100-acre estate the Chestertons grow their own organic vegetables, fruits and 
chestnuts,  and  raise  Iberian  pigs  which  are  killed  for jamón  Ibérico,  salchichón,  
and chorizo. Violet Andalusian hens, a rare breed which they are helping to conserve, 
produce fresh eggs for breakfast, and homemade breads and jams are always on the 
table in the morning. Dinners are a social occasion, with summer dining under the stars, 
or in winter guests assemble at the table in the panelled dining room. Talk of food is of 
the essence always!

Significant media interest. With a foreword by Darina Allen.

Few escapades of the Second World War have captured the public’s imagination more than 
the successful abduction of German General Kreipe from enemy-occupied Crete in 1944. It 
was an operation instigated and daringly executed by two British SOE officers—Patrick Leigh 
Fermor and William (Billy) Stanley Moss.

The war didn’t stop for Billy Moss after this operation though, and it is his continuing story that is 
told here. He reflects movingly on what it means to fight and deal in death, how the success 
of operations behind enemy lines in a foreign country is dependent on the goodwill of local 
inhabitants, and, surprisingly, on moments of high humour that punctuate the turmoil of war.

A War of Shadows is a book in three parts—each displaying differing aspects of World War II 
and its eventual conclusion, and all told with that tell-tale blend of poignancy and humour 
so characteristic of the time.

“Every now and then I come across a really special place, a gem so special that I have mixed feelings about 
revealing its whereabouts…it is Jeannie’s cooking which sets the seal on a perfect visit and in this book she shares 

some of her recipes which I know you will enjoy as much as I have.” 
Darina Allen, founder of the world famous Ballymaloe Cookery School

“One of the finest memoirs of behind-the-lines work during the Second World War. Honest, powerful and authentic.” 
Dr Roderick Bailey, SOE author and historian 

“Billy Moss was one of those daring adventurers, the like of which we no longer see. His first book, Ill Met by Moonlight, 
about the kidnapping of General Kreipe, became a celebrated film. This book, reissued after 52 years, tells of his 

further exploits in Crete, Macedonia and Siam—the story of a man of initiative and
great courage.” Hugo Vickers, author and historian
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STORIES OF THE STRANGER| Martin Palmer and Katriana Hazell
Encounters with exiles and outsiders

£9.99 • Paperback • 978-1-909657-44-1 • 208 pp • 234x156 mm • Illustrations

SACRED MOUNTAINS | Allerd Stikker
How the revival of Daoism is turning China’s ecological crisis around

£14.99 • Hardback • 978-1-909657-56-4 • 192 pp • 230x150 mm • Colour illustrations

ABOUT THE COMPILERS Martin Palmer is a storyteller, broadcaster and writer, and heads the Alliance of Religions and Conservation 
(ARC) which he founded with HRH Prince Philip. He is a well-known translator of Chinese classical texts such as the Dao De Jing and 
the Shang Shu. He is a religious historian and theologian. Katriana Hazell is a curator and producer based in London. From 1997 to 
2009 she was Cultural Director of Asia House, London and prior to this was at the Commonwealth Institute, the National Museums 
of Scotland and the Scottish Arts Council. Since 2009 she has worked with the Alliance of Religions and Conservation (ARC) as a 
consultant on artistic events, including producing Hearing the Voices of Creation, a major performance at Windsor Castle in 2011. She 
was project manager for Stories of the Stranger.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR Allerd Sticker, a Dutch former high-ranking businessman, with degrees in chemical engineering (MSc) at Delft 
Technical University, and theology (MA) at the University of Leeds, has for long worked on the ecological dimensions in business 
strategy. With one foot in the business and science world, and the other in the world of ecology, philosophy and religion, he manages 
to build a bridge between these two worlds—both in his original, inspiring view of life, and in the many international projects he 
initiated and supported, on a.o. clean water and sanitation in developing countries. He is the author of The Transformation Factor 
(1992, Eng version), Closing the Gap (2002), and Water, the blood of the Earth (2007).

As part of its work on migration and refugees, the ARC team (see page 3) has begun to explore 
what faith and tradition can teach to help us be more compassionate about how we treat those 
we do not know, in the beautifully written, funny and heart-warming Stories of the Stranger.

The experience of losing everything, of being thrown out, of being dispossessed, exiled and being 
forced to rely on the generosity (or not) of others, is a fundamental and recurring theme in many 
world cultures. Furthermore every major spiritual tradition tells stories of how you are more likely to 
meet the divine in the outcast, the beggar, or the stranger, than you are in the king, the queen, 
or indeed the priest. 

Twenty short stories, sitting alongside raw and powerful illustrations, remind readers of the 
importance of strangers and what stands to be learned from engaging with them. The stories 
include:

Rama’s Exile•Jesus’s Exile•Buddha’s Self-Imposed Exile
Lao Tzu•A Stanger Comes to Stay•The First Hjra

Udispi Krishna•Herschele and the Boiled Chicken•The Shadow of Shame
The Promise•The Lion•Sister Agatha’s Mobile

China’s environmental problems are no secret, and only in recent years have they begun to 
be addressed at the top levels of power. This is thanks in part to the dramatic resurgence of 
Daoist culture and influence in the country today, just decades after the Cultural Revolution 
had sought to wipe it out. Sacred Mountains tells the remarkable personal journey of Allerd 
Stikker from captain of industry to champion of spiritual and ecological causes, and shows how 
his transformation set in motion similar changes in China.

With China’s ongoing emergence as a dominant player on the world stage, focus is turning 
ever more eastwards. This book is an invaluable insight into the philosophical heart of a land too 
often defined by its hard political facade. 

Mesmerising artwork and expert contributions round out a sweeping blend of history, spirituality 
and politics that relates how these made the past and can shape the future of both China and 
our planet.

“Allerd Stikker saw that the ecological crises that have come upon us all could be tackled using the 
best of modern science and the deepest of the ancient wisdom of China.”

Martin Palmer, Secretary General of ARC and author of Travels in Sacred China (see page 4)

This will be launched together with Bene Factum’s other ARC collaboration, Faith in Food, in May, with significant media interet, thanks 
to Martin Palmer’s long experience as a broadcaster, including with BBC Radio.
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GLITZCH! | Hugh Kellett
How predictive text plays havoc with British history

£8.99 • Paperback • 978-1-909657-21-2 • 160 pp • 145x145 mm • Colour illustrations

current titles               Bene Factum Publishing

GLITZCH! USA| Hugh Kellett
How America was first to put a ‘Man on the Moose’...and other crazy ways predictive text 

plays havoc with history

£8.99 • Paperback • 978-1-909657-22-9 • 160 pp • 145x145 mm • Colour illustrations

ABOUT THE AUTHOR Hugh Kellett studied languages at Oxford and has been playing around with words in London advertising agencies 
for most of his life. Starting his career in the heady days of the 70s, he has worked at senior level on TV, press, radio, poster and social 
media campaigns in many sectors from beer to beauty, food to financial, technology to travel, and pretty much everything in 
between. Most recently he worked at the London offices of the international giant Publicis on brands such as L’Oréal, easyJet and 
Fidelity. When not writing he has a communications consultancy in Cambridge.

Britain rewritten for the digital age in predictive text.
 
Glitzch! is the first in a series of gift books, where mobile phone ‘text autocorrect’ 
humorously deconstructs and distorts to give a whole new interpretation of our 
history and culture. No part of British life is left untouched or rather ‘un-Glitzched’. 

Let’s honour our majestic Queer Vicar, the Right Honourable Primary Monster, the 
National Death Device, and those Loyal Bonkers of Scotland;* this is an extensive 
love letter (or rather text message) to this land we call home.

*Queen Victoria, Prime Minister, National 
Health Service, Royal Bank of Scotland

The American version of the Glitzch! series, the first in a line of many sequels to 
come. 

From Grotesque Washing (George Washington) to the first Man on the Moose 
(Man on the Moon), this fresh take on what makes the greatest country in the 
world what it is today, will raise as many eyebrows as it will laughs. God bless the 
Untied States of Africa! 

Reviews for the Glitzch! series
"What would our history books look like if they had been recorded using this often unreliable texting system? [Glitzch!] imagines exactly 
that—with some hilarious results." The Sun

"It is a bit childish and very silly, which is of course the highest compliment." John Rentoul, Independent Blogs

"Plenty of goodies (some rather rude) in this beautifully produced and illustrated cornucopia of linguistic fantasy." Anthony Lentin, 
Professor of History at Cambridge University
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MONARCHY | Christopher Lee
Past, present...and future?

£20.00 • Hardback • 978-1-903071-58-8 • 224 pp • 234x156 mm • Illustrations

SPACE HAS NO FRONTIER | John Bromley-Davenport
The terrestrial life and times of Sir Bernard Lovell

£20.00 • Hardback • 978-1-903071-98-4 • 320 pp • 234x156 mm • Colour Illustrations

ABOUT THE AUTHOR Christopher Lee is a former BBC Royal Correspondent. He advised BBC Radio 4 on the constitutional and historical 
aspects of the wedding of Prince William and is a member of their commentary team for all royal occasions. Lee is the Editor of 
Churchill’s A History of the English-speaking Peoples, has written numerous books and over 100 radio plays, including the long running 
series, Our Brave Boys, and the award-winning Trial of Walter Raleigh. His Radio 4 history of Britain from the Romans to the death of 
Victoria, This Sceptred Isle and The British Empire, were both multi-award winning series. He is also the author of Royal Ceremony and 
Viceroys (also to be published by Bene Factum). Lee is married to the painter Fiona Graham-Mackay and is in sole charge of the 
kettle aboard her classic East Coast yacht, Mollymawk.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR John Bromley-Davenport QC is a successful barrister, actor and public speaker. Alongside his legal career he 
has become well known on both sides of the Atlantic for his solo adaptations of Dickens’ A Christmas Carol and Jerome K. Jerome’s 
Three Men in a Boat, both of which have been met with ongoing media acclaim over three decades. He has also contributed and 
published articles in various mainstream print publications, including The Times, the Daily Telegraph and the Daily Mail.

In his latest book, best-selling author Christopher Lee explores the British people’s relationship 
with its rulers and what this has meant in times past, its continuing relevance in times present and 
whether it can survive in the future.

Few doubt the dedication and sense of duty of Elizabeth II in her role as monarch, but behind 
the person is the crown and the two are not the same. While there is little call for change during 
her lifetime, her death and other factors will have a dramatic effect on the debate between 
republicans and royalists, as people question whether they want a monarchy without the Queen.

While giving a nuanced and original history of the evolution of the United Kingdom in its present 
form, Lee looks at various factors that could upset the constitutional balance:

The recent birth of Prince George to the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge.
The debate surrounding the succession of the Prince of Wales and the Duchess of Cornwall. 

Should it skip a generation?
At 88, how long can the Queen maintain such a work load, and what effect would the death of 

the Duke of Edinburgh have on her?
The issues relating to the constitution of the UK—the future of the House of Lords, Scottish 

independence, and the future of the Established Church.

Sir Bernard Lovell was one of the foremost scientific minds of the 21st Century, a pioneer of radar 
and radio astronomy and the man behind the Jodrell Bank Observatory. The iconic telescope that 
dominates the landscape there today was named for him. 

His contributions to his field were all the more important for their timely application in warfare, evolving 
and developing in parallel to the global events of the Second World War and the Cold War. At the 
same time, he was a man of faith, who never failed to question the moral impact of his work, and 
strove to show that God and Science were not irreconcilable adversaries.

Much of what we know of Lovell’s simultaneously public and secret life has only come to light in the 
time since his death, but it provides a rich and fascinating insight into a complex character. On the 
one hand, the affectionate husband and father who loved cricket, playing the organ, and his garden; 
on the other, the brilliant scientist who helped his country to victory in war, worked unwittingly as a spy, 
and was (allegedly) poisoned by the Russians. 

John Bromley-Davenport has written a compelling and affectionate biography of this modern-day 
luminary, accessible to physicists and laymen alike, and wonderfully illustrated with photographs of a 
fascinating life. 

“He ranks as one of the great, visionary leaders of science... More than fifty years later, Jodrell Bank remains one of the world’s 
leading observatories. The Lovell Telescope continues to probe the cosmic frontiers, while becoming as familiar a part of our 

heritage as Stonehenge. Bernard Lovell remains an inspiration to younger generations.” 
Martin Rees, Astronomer Royal

"Bernard Lovell...emerges as complex and brilliant in John Bromley-Davenport's biography. There is much to savour..." 
Barbara Kiser, Nature Magazine

This is a thought-provoking and unique perspective on an age-old issue that will interest people from around the world. There is 
already strong media interest, including a potential BBC Radio 4 series.
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LORD OF THE ISLE | Nicholas Courtney
The Extravagant Life and Times of Colin Tennant

Colin Tennant (Lord Glenconner) used his immense wealth to lead an eccentric lifestyle amongst a glittering 
set of friends. Yet he had immense vision and taste as shown by his drive to make the Isle of Mustique one of the 
most excluive destinations in the world. A remarkable but often tragic life.
Significant media coverage as well as serialisation in the Daily Mail.

£20.00 • Hardback • 978-1-903071-64-9 • 272 pp • 234x156 mm • Colour illustrations

IT’S ALL GOING TERRIBLY WRONG | Michael Parker
The Accidental Showman
  
A wonderfully funny account by Major Sir Michael Parker of his forty-six highly entertaining years organising royal 
celebrations, military tattoos and charity events around the world, and the inevitable misadventures that came 
with them. Foreword by Sir Cameron Mackintosh. 
Significant print and broadcast media coverage. The author has been a popular speaker during the festival 
season this past year.

£20.00  • Hardback • 978-1-903071-65-6 • 320 pp • 234x156 mm • Colour illustrations   
           

ASK FORGIVENESS NOT PERMISSION | Howard Leedham
The true story of an operation in Pakistan’s badlands
  
Fifty Pathan tribesmen—ten American helicopters—one British former special forces officer operating against 
all the odds in one of the most inhospitable and turbulent environments of the world. This is a true story resonant 
of the Victorian Great Game. Foreword by Frederick Forsyth. 
Currently under consideration in Hollywood for a television series.

£12.99  • Paperback • 978-1-903071-67-0 • 360 pp • 198x129 mm • Colour illustrations   
           

I ONLY JOINED FOR THE HAT | Christian Lamb
Redoubtable Wrens at war…their trials, tribulations and triumphs

An illustrated memoir that gives the reader a rare account in close-up of what life was truly like for World 
War II Wrens, as they were catapulted into the drudgery and deprivation, mayhem and maelstrom, and the 
tribulations and triumphs of war.

£9.99 • Paperback • 978-1-903071-15-1 • 224 pp • 234x156 mm • Illustrations   
           

CRATER’S EDGE | Michał Giedroyć
A family’s epic journey through wartime Russia

The author’s experiences of being displaced in 1939 from his Polish home and shipped with his family to the 
middle of Russia were shared by hundreds of thousands, if not millions. Few survived, and even fewer have had 
an opportunity tell their story and to tell it so well.
Editions also published in Poland, Russia and Lithuania.

£19.99 • Hardback • 978-1-903071-24-3 • 208 pp • 234x156 mm • Illustrations   
           

MAINSTAY | Val ffrench Blake
A Twentieth Century Life

The story of Val’s insatiable joie de vivre and his ability to try his hand at any experience that was thrown his 
way. Through music and art, warfare and farming, mountaineering and horsemanship, he narrates his active 
life in parallel to the events of the twentieth century.

£19.99 • Hardback • 978-1-903071-32-8 • 352 pp • 234x156 mm • Colour iIllustrations   
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HEART IN ART | Peter Johnson
A Life in Paintings

Fascinating memoir from one of London’s most respected fine art dealers. Peter Johnson records 50 years of the 
international art market and his part in some of the most interesting deals of his generation. The fact that picture 
dealing is in the author’s genetic make-up becomes apparent very early in this delightful book.

£24.99 • Hardback • 978-1-903071-31-1 • 176 pp • 269x198 mm • Colour illustrations

FRINGE BENEFITS | Donough O’Brien
The Good, the Bad, the Beautiful…and the O’Briens
  
In this work, Donough O’Brien records his successful career in PR, outlining the achievements of his father during 
World War II and chronicling the Swinging Sixties in which he came to prominence. The glamorous certainly 
feature—Joanna Lumley and Jacqueline Bisset to name but a few.

£19.99  • Hardback • 978-1-903071-02-1 • 352 pp • 246x189 mm • Colour illustrations   
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HENRY POOLE: FOUNDERS OF SAVILE ROW| Stephen Howarth
The Making of a Legend

Behind the glamorous yet discreet facade of the bespoke tailoring trade there lie many dark secrets. Stephen 
Howarth’s study focuses upon one firm that more than any other was responsible for the image that Savile Row 
still conjures up in any conversation, anywhere in the world.

£19.99 • Hardback • 978-1-903071-06-9 • 160 pp • 246x189 mm • Colour illustrations

THE SAVILE ROW CUTTER 
Michael Skinner—Master Tailor in conversation with Hormazd Narielwalla
  
An absorbing insight into one of Britain’s best known and respected professions through the words of one of 
its senior members. This book charts Michael Skinner’s progress from apprentice tailor through to managing 
director and chairman of Dege & Skinner—one of the most celebrated names on Savile Row.

£25.00  • Hardback • 978-1-903071-33-5 • 256 pp • 246x189 mm • Colour illustrations   
           

HIGH IMPACT COMMUNICATIONS | Lee Bowman
The best way to communicate anytime anywhere

Effective communication is a key business and personal skill. The conversational style is the best way to 
communicate anytime anywhere. This book includes chapters on preparing for meetings; using visual aids 
effectively; communications in diverse cultures; handling question and answer sessions; winning competitive 
pitches; and crisis management. 4th edition.

£12.99 • Paperback • 978-1-903071-16-8 • 248 pp • 232x151 mm

FREUD IN THE CITY | David Freud
20 turbulent years at the sharp end of the global finance revolution
  
An autobiographical story of David Freud’s accidental career in the City and how, after a bruising 20 years, he 
emerged as one of the most successful investment bankers of his generation, This is the inside story of some of 
the most interesting and controversial mega-deals of the period.

£12.99  • Paperback • 978-1-903071-19-9 • 418 pp • 216x135 mm   
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THE DANDY | Nigel Rodgers
Peacock or Enigma? 

The ‘Dandy’ is not just an elaborately or even well-dressed man—nor is he an exclusively English phenomenon. 
He is something far more universal and intriguing. Is he a poseur—or a philosopher? An aristocrat—or a 
democrat? A peacock—or an enigma?

£20.00 • Hardback • 978-1-903071-30-4 • 256 pp • 246x189 mm • Colour illustrations

A SPUR CALLED COURAGE | Alan Ogden
SOE Heroes in Italy
  
A account of the little known exploits of 17 courageous Special Operations Executive (SOE) officers in Italy 
during World War II. In this inspiring study of the SOE and Italian Resistance, 17 extraordinary stories of individual 
SOE officers illustrate the many and varied tasks of SOE missions throughout the different regions of Italy from 
1943–1945.

£25.00  • Hardback • 978-1-903071-35-9 • 304 pp • 234x156 mm • Illustrations
           

SONS OF ODYSSEUS | Alan Ogden
SOE Heroes in Greece 
  
In this follow-up to his acclaimed A Spur Called Courage, military historian Alan Ogden repeats the formula 
of picking exceptional WW2 Special Operations Executive (SOE) heroes—this time nineteen who operated 
behind enemy lines in Greece.

£25.00  • Hardback • 978-1-903071-44-1 • 384 pp • 246x189 mm • Illustrations   
           

TIGERS BURNING BRIGHT | Alan Ogden
SOE Heroes in the Far East

Alan Ogden continues his exploration of the Special Operations Executive and their wartime exploits. Leaving 
behind Europe, he brings to life the remarkable efforts to bolster Britain’s defensive capability in South East Asia 
in the face of the Japanese threat after 1941.

£14.99 • Paperback • 978-1-903071-55-7 • 480 pp • 234x156 mm • Illustrations
           

MY SEA LADY | Graeme Ogden
An epic memoir of the Arctic convoys

During WWII sea convoys were the lifeblood of the Allied war effort. They were integral to the ultimate defeat of 
Germany on both fronts.  This account stands out as one of the most remarkable testaments of those dark days 
of the war at sea and the Atlantic and the Arctic convoys, written by the father of BFP SOE author Alan Ogden.
Any royalties received by the estate in respect of sales will be donated to the Russian Arctic Convoy Museum. 

£19.99 • Hardback • 978-1-903071-29-8 • 244 pp • 246x189 mm • Colour illustrations   
           

ALMOST HEAVEN | Leslie Thomas
True and almost true stories about a cathedral

A slightly irreverent take on stories and myths that surround the world famous Salisbury Cathedral, its Close and 
the surrounding area—from the 13th century through to the present day. Some of the stories are hilarious, others 
sensational, many published for the first time—and most of them are true!

£12.99 • Hardback • 978-1-903071-23-6 • 240 pp • 216x138 mm • Illustrations 
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NOT OUT FIRST BALL | Roger Morgan-Grenville and Richard Perkins
The art of being beaten in beautiful places

A delightful and witty book that is also a love letter to cricket through the story of an accidental club that has 
lasted 25 years and 277 matches longer than it ever meant to. All cricketers (and maybe even their wives) will 
identify with the authors’ experiences and those of their teammates. Foreword by David Gower.
Long listed for the MCC Book of the Year 2012. Chosen for Kindle Daily Deal in August 2013.

£9.99 • Hardback • 978-1-903071-66-3 • 240 pp • 178x128 mm • Illustrations

THE UMBRELLA UNFURLED| Nigel Rodgers
Its remarkable life and times

Universally recognisable, the umbrella and its older, prettier sister the parasol have made their mark. Politics, religion, 
war and fashion have all been influenced by this modest contraption. Decorative, symbolic and even deadly, the 
umbrella’s story is told here  in a highly entertaining gift book that could only have been written by an Englishman! 

£9.99 • Hardback • 978-1-903071-68-7 • 96 pp • 198x129 mm • Colour illustrations
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OUTSIDE IN MY DRESSING GOWN | Liz Cowley
...and other poems for garden lovers

Liz has always loved gardening ever since she was a child, and is frequently outside in her dressing gown first 
thing in the morning, “like so many of us who love their gardens.” This is her fourth book of humorous verse, but 
her first on gardens and gardeners (and probably the first humorous poetry collection ever about amateur 
gardeners).

£9.99 • Hardback • 978-1-903071-96-0 • 128 pp • 198x129 mm

THIS INFANT ADVENTURE | Christian Lamb
Offspring of the Royal Gardens at Kew

The contribution of diplomatic, military, and naval exploits in the formation of the British Empire are well recorded, 
but far less well-known are those of botanic gardens which, in their own unsung way, helped to underpin the 
Empire’s commercial success and were also instrumental in furthering botanical knowledge around the world. 

£19.99 • Hardback • 978-1-903071-29-8 • 244 pp • 246x189 mm • Colour illustrations   
           

FROM THE ENDS OF THE EARTH | Christian Lamb
Passionate plant-collectors remembered in a Cornish garden

What risks did early European plant collectors take to bring to Europe and America those plants we know and 
love. Who found what where? Christian has gone to extraordinary lengths to find out. This book reflects the story 
of some of the special and most unusual which she grows in her own garden.

£17.99 • Hardback • 978-1-903071-08-3 • 210 pp • 198x129 mm • Colour illustrations         
   

WHAT AM I DOING HERE? | Liz Cowley
More poems

Whatever the country, most women will identify with Liz’s poetry as she explores the tapestry of their daily lives 
in more than 100 witty and bittersweet poems in her own unique style—original, provocative, and often with a 
devilish sting in the tail.  
With original line drawings by Dorrance.

£9.99 • Hardback • 978-1-903071-27-4 • 128 pp • 269x198 mm • Illustrations
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ALBY’S LETTERS TO HENRY | compiled by Iain Tennant
Written from Mull

One Christmas, four year old Henry threw a tantrum. He refused to stay in bed, and his parents could do 
nothing with him. Henry’s grandfather asked permission to quiet his grandson. He told Henry to beware of Alby, 
the great big stag who was under the bed. All went quiet. Subsequently, every Saturday for a year, Henry 
received a letter signed by Alby or one of his animal friends on the Scottish Hebridean Isle of Mull.
 
£13.99 • Hardback • 978-1-903071-09-0 • 176 pp • 246x189 mm • Illustrations

THE POCKET BOOK OF WHAT, WHEN AND WHO ON EARTH | George Courtauld
Fascinating facts about Christianity
  
Follow-up to George Courtauld’s international bestselling phenomenon The Pocket Book of Patriotism. He has 
come up with another essential pocket book—a compendium of fascinating information about Christianity—
this is NOT a religious text for the dedicated but a book about religion for the interested.

£9.99  • Hardback • 978-1-903071-37-3 • 128 pp • 210x148 mm  
           

A SALUTE TO COOKING 
Celebrity recipes in aid of the Chelsea Pensioners
  
Features recipes from over 100 celebrities including TV chefs and those from the world of business, media, 
military, politics, sport, stage and screen, including Mary Berry, Raymond Blanc, Katherin Jenkins, Judi Dench, 
Stephen Fry, Boris Johnson and Steve Redgrave. Foreword by HRH the Prince of Wales.
All proceeds go to the Chelsea Pensioners’ Appeal.

£14.99  • Hardback • 978-1-903071-25-0 • 224 pp • 246x189 mm • Colour illustrations   
           

THE BIG SPORTS RECIPE BOOK
Recipes from the UK’s top sports stars in aid of the Prince’s Trust

Forty delicious recipes from winning stars of the sporting world, this book is a great way to experience the food 
which some of the UK’s top sportsmen and women associate with winning—as well as supporting The Prince’s 
Trust. Contributors include Jenson Button, Steven Gerrard, Lauren Taylor and Amir Khan.

£11.99 • Paperback • 978-1-903071-50-2 • 112 pp • 210x210 mm • Colour illustrations   
           

NUMEROIDS | Donough O’Brien and Anthony Weldon
Any number of things you didn’t know…and a few you did

Numeroids is a collection of over 1200 numerical nuggets of the most astonishing, bizarre and often quirkiest 
numbers, from the number of emails a spammer must send to get a response, to the number of teeth on a 
tortoise…some will amaze and most will fascinate…
www.numeroids.com

£9.99 • Hardback • 978-1-903071-18-2 • 240 pp • 198x129 mm   
           

WORDS OF WAR | Anthony Weldon
Speeches that inspired heroic deeds 

What are the hidden factors that motivate armies to prevail and conquer against all the odds? Words of War 
is a collection of the world’s greatest military speeches that helped inspire heroic deeds - each speech is set 
in its historical context.
Words of Food, Words of Finance and Words of Leadership will also be published in 2014 (see pages 10-11)

£9.99 • Hardback • 978-1-903071-63-2 • 160 pp • 198x129 mm           
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WHO? | Donough O’Brien
The most remarkable people you’ve never heard of

“Who? Never heard of him.” “Who? Never heard of her.” In a world dominated by shallow 
celebrity, many remarkable people often remain unknown and unrecognised. This book brings 
the unrecognised to recognition—with over 200 names that should trip off the tongue, but don’t. 
Also available in hardback—£14.99

£12.99 • Paperback • 978-1-903071-99-1 • 232 pp • 234x156 mm • Colour illustrations

LITTLE BOOK OF BANANA SKINS | Donough O’Brien
The stupid slip-ups and mistakes that brought the famous down to earth 
  
This ideal gift book charts the hidden secrets behind some of the biggest 'banana skins' of all time—the stories 
of 200 figures who fell from grace.
Also available in hardback—£14.99 

£9.99  • Paperback • 978-1-903071-07-6 • 400 pp • 170x160 mm • Colour illustrations   
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FAME BY CHANCE | Donough O’Brien
An A-Z of places that became famous (or infamous) by a twist of fate

All over the world there are places which became famous forever because something happened there—by 
chance. This volume covers 380 such places with new insights and facts that are amusing, surprising, shocking 
and sometimes controversial.

£14.99  • Paperback • 978-1-903071-05-2 • 432 pp • 246x189 mm • Colour illustrations   
           

THINGS CAN ONLY GET FETA | Marjory McGinn
Two jounalists and their crazy dog living through the Greek crisis 

Journalist Marjory McGinn writes about her year in Greece, in less than idyllic times, as the economic crisis rears 
its head in this beautiful country. Along for the ride are long-suffering partner Jim, and Wallace, their excitable 
Jack Russell terrier, in a country not renowned for its patience of dogs.
The latest title in the BFP light travel series following the success of Harry Bucknall’s In the Dolphin’s Wake.
 
£7.99 • Paperback • 978-1-909657-08-3 • 320 pp • 198x129 mm • Illustrations
           

travel

IN THE DOLPHIN’S WAKE | Harry Bucknall
Cocktails, Calamities and Caiques in the Greek Islands

An amusing and erudite account of Harry Bucknall’s 183-day journey through the Greek islands from Venice, 
in the West, to Istanbul, in the East, over 5,500 miles, lasting 183 days; involving 57 sea passages on 35 ferries, 4 
landing craft, 3 hydrofoils, 1 fishing caique plus travel by sea plane, 1 twin prop aircraft, 11 buses, 2 trains, an 
open top Land Rover and a duck egg blue 1961 Morris Oxford.

£7.99 • Paperback • 978-1-903071-34-2 • 240 pp • 198x129 mm • Illustrations

THE SHIP, THE LADY AND THE LAKE | Meriel Larken
The Extraordinary Life of a Victorian Steamship in the Andes
  
A vivid account of how the author found the steamship Yavari on Lake Titicaca, how she unearthed the ship’s 
remarkable history, and then set about restoring the ship to her former glory—against all the odds. Foreword 
by HRH the Duke of Edinburgh. 
Significant media coverage. For her work author received World Ship Trust Individual Achievement Award.

£20.00  • Hardback • 978-1-903071-42-7 • 256 pp • 234x156 mm • Colour llustrations
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HALFWAY HOUSE TO HEAVEN | Bill Colegrave
Unravelling the mystery of the majestic River Oxus
  
Through the centuries, the majestic Oxus has been the source of legends. For explorers and travelers in Central 
Asia, the Oxus provided an enduring mystery—where exactly was its source? In 2008 Bill Colegrave and two 
colleagues set out to find the true source and settle the argument for once and all.

£14.99  • Paperback • 978-1-903071-28-1 • 224 pp • 234x156 mm • Colour illustrations
           

ROMANIAN FURROW | Donald Hall
Colourful experiences of village life
  
Written in 1933, this book presents the chronicle of a journey made by a young Englishman to Romania in 
search of a rural lifestyle that was rapidly disappearing in Western Europe.
Recently featured in The Week on ‘The List’, August 2013

£9.99  • Paperback • 978-1-903071-12-0 • 232 pp • 234x156 mm  
           

WINDS OF SORROW | Alan Ogden
Travels in and around Transylvania

An eclectic collection of essays compiled by the author during his travels to Transylvania in northern Romania 
between 1998 and 2004. What was at first a mere inkling of a name on a map in a faraway Ruritanian land 
unfolds into an exotic medley of fascinating people and picturesque places.

£13.99 • Paperback • 978-988-97764-1-1 • 263 pp • 216x138 mm • Illustrations 
           

MOONS AND AUROCHS | Alan Ogden
Romanian Journeys

An eccentric and out-of-the-way tour of Romania. Starting his journey in the wetlands of the Danube delta, 
the author wanders through the mountains of Transylvania into the hidden Carpathian valleys of Moldavia and 
ends up on the plains of the Banat, along the way meeting Lipovans, Székelys, Saxons and Houtsouls.

£9.99 • Paperback • 978-988-97764-8-0 • 280 pp • 255x110 mm • Illustrations   
           

TWO VAGABONDS IN LANGUEDOC| Jan and Cora Gordon
Classic portrait of a French village

Reprint of Jan and Cora Gordon’s 1933 charmingly illustrated classic. In their day authors were international 
bestsellers, particularly in the USA. Two Vagabonds in Languedoc—written in 1925—is their charming and 
evocative sketch of the French village of Najac. A must read for all who live in or visit France.

£10.99 • Paperback • 978-1-903071-11-3 • 256 pp • 234x156 mm • Illustrations          
  

LOOSE CHIPPINGS | Nibor Raheb
...or The Unknown Cotswolds 

An alternative guide to the Cotswolds that will enlighten locals and tourists equally, revealing some of the long 
forgotten characters and unusual historical moments that have made the area what it is today.

£5.99 • Paperback • 978-1-903071-61-8 • 88 pp • 198x129 mm • Colour illustrations   
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BRIDE IDEAS AND FROCK UPS | Sim Canetty-Clarke, Amanda Lockhart & Susannah Frieze
A Book of Wedding Tips and Slips 

A highly informative, entertaining, and slightly irreverent look at one of life’s great ceremonies, exposing the 
real life insanity behind those picture-perfect wedding days, this collection comforts the soon-to-be-married 
with the knowledge that one’s “perfect day” doesn’t have to be quite so perfect.

£14.99 • Hardback • 978-1-903071-22-9 • 144 pp • 196x196 mm • Illustrations

IN LONDON| Chris Craymer
Portraits
  
“London produces wave upon wave of eccentric, engaging, unique, talented, courageous individuals.” A 
collection of stunning photographs capturing the essence of fashionable London, from the known—Annie 
Lennox and her daughters, Emma Watson, Russell Brand, and more—to the unknown.

£25.00  • Paperback • 978-1-903071-36-6 • 122 pp • 330x245 mm • Colour illustrations
           

ROMANCE | Chris Craymer
  
Romance, the 200-page book is a personal project which Chris has been working on for several years—an 
evocative series of photographs capturing moments which perfectly articulate the true meaning of romance. 
The couples featured in the book are sometimes models, sometimes not, but they are all real couples in varying 
stages of what Chris has described as “pre-mortgage love.” 

£25.00  • Hardback • 978-1-903071-20-5 • 384 pp • 246x189 mm • Colour illustrations   
           

THE NEAREST GUARD | David Edelsten
500 years of protecting the Sovereign 

HM’s Body Guard of the Honorable Corps of Gentlemen at Arms is one of the world’s older existing military corps, 
first formed 500 years ago to protect the sovereign. Over the years it has evolved primarily into a ceremonial 
unit, but the emphasis of this book is very much on its members—past and present—and their remarkable 
contributions to military history over the last 500 years. Foreword by HM the Queen.

£29.99 • Hardback • 978-1-903071-26-7 • 232 pp • 240x240 mm • Colour illustrations 
           

FAR HORIZONS| Alex Martin
History of the Air Squadron

A fascinating, informative and highly readable history of a remarkable private flying club—the Air Squadron— 
from its foundation through to today which focusses very much on members and their individual activities as 
well as their considerable contribution to many aspects of aviation. 

£19.99 • Hardback • 978-1-903071-17-5 • 244 pp • 246x189 mm • Colour illustrations   
           

PARIS ICONS | Leslie Little

An elegant celebration of the grandeur and romance of Paris with 129 beautifully produced photographs by 
James P. Scholz, interleaved with collection of insightful quotes. Available in two versions: 
Standard Edition
£125.00 • 336x393 mm • Saifu cloth binding  
Limited Edition
£495.00 • 349x406 mm • Boxed: cloth solander box; clamshell case; separate print of photograph included
Hardback • 978-0-615168-85-2 • 328 pp • Colour illustrations  
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CRATER’S EDGE
“There are very few survivors of World War II who can match his breadth of 
knowledge, or produce an account of such class.” Norman Davies 

“It is also extremely vivid: events observed by a bright little boy, recollected and 
given their true significance by a mature historian. It is peopled by magnificant 
characters...” The Tablet

LORD OF THE ISLE
“How to blow £100 million: Nicholas Courtney has written a warts-and-all 
biography. One assumes Colin would have approved of that. He knew he was 
neurotic, mercurial and impossible.” London Evening Standard

“A lovely escapist read...a strange and probably unique story of impeccable 
taste and profligate spending...all told with a gentle Wodehousian affection.” 
Robin Hanbury-Tenson, Country Life

ASK FORGIVENESS NOT PERMISSION
“This one is different: a cracking read and unlike many other books currently 
available about the war in Afghanistan and its environs—I recommend this 
book heartily to all.” ARRSE (ARmy Rumour SErvice) 

“If you're looking for Christmas or birthday present ideas, I strongly recommend 
you put this book onto your wish list. This true account reads like adventure 
fiction—all you have to do is manipulate someone into buying you this book. 
You will not regret it.” FAAOA (Fleet Air Arm Officers Association)

NOT OUT FIRST BALL 
“The most successful book of the year for us in the shop was Not Out First Ball 
by Roger Morgan-Grenville and Richard Perkins. It is a very funny book about 
enthusiasts with very average talent playing cricket and having enormous fun 
—an antidote to professionalism in all its dreary forms.” One Tree Books

“A lovely little book.” David 'Bumble' Lloyd, Daily Mail

“A relentlessly entertaining read and not just for cricket lovers either.”                        
David Gower 

“Absolutely charming, delightful and wonderful.” Test Match Sofa 

“A book that oozes charm and humour from the very first page and, most 
important, describes failures of the terminally delusional so accurately.”              
John Crace, The Guardian

NUMEROIDS
“Numeroids is excellent. It is compelling bed-time reading, fascinating spray-
gun knowledge, the kind I like best.” Joanna Lumley

“Just the thing for impressing your mates in the pub.” The Sun

THINGS CAN ONLY GET FETA
“Poignant, an account of a growing and strangely bewildering love affair with 
Greece... Marjory tells a good story, with a journalist’s eye for mood and detail... 
With luck she will write a second volume, as entertaining, good-hearted and 
moving as this.” Alex Martin, Anglo-Hellenic Review

“Things Can Only Get Feta is an easy read in the very best sense, but its simplicity 
belies the deep insight it gives into the complexities of life in Greece and the 
often misunderstood nature of its people.” Richard Clark, author of the Greek 
Notebook series
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